
 
 

Coaching Statement - 2021/2022 Leaside Wildcats – Peewee A 
 

• I have coached in the Wildcats organization for the past 5 seasons (currently AC on Atom AA) 

• As an athlete, I was a Varsity hockey player for Queen’s University for 4 years in the OUA and 

grew up playing AAA and Jr- level hockey in the Toronto area. 

• Currently VP – GTHL for the Leaside Hockey Association board 

 

I have a deep passion for the game and all of the friendships and life lessons that come from 

competing in athletics at a high level as a part of a team. It is my goal to create an atmosphere during 

the season in which the players love being at the rink with each other, learn from the ups and downs 

of competitive athletics, and begin to refine & develop elite level skills.  

Team Culture:  

First and foremost, I want to create an environment where the players look forward to being in the 

arena and find the joy in playing the game of hockey with their teammates. It is a long season 

through cold & dark months, and my ultimate goal is to create a fun, supportive, family-like 

atmosphere where the players bond as teammates and friends, learn important life lessons, and 

develop into great hockey players.   

No matter how good our coaching staff’s X & O approach to the game may be, as I see it, more 

important than team tactics or strategy is team culture. As a result, I believe a team needs to develop 

an identity - built around fun, hard work, friendship, and belonging. From this identity and 

commitment to each other comes all of the other positive outcomes from skill development, life 

lessons, on-ice success, and a love of the game.  

Player Development:  

It is key to my role as Head Coach to ensure each individual player has fun and develops to the best 

of their ability over the course of the season. Our coaching staff will work closely next season with 

professional skills instructors, including specialized skating, individual play, goaltending, and off-ice 

training instructors with Grit Athletics under Dan Noble.  

Each individual player needs to feel valued and supported. I often talk about focusing on the things 

the players can control - i.e. how hard they work, how they work together as a team, and how they 

prepare for games and tournaments (hopefully by next season we’ll be playing again!). I believe it is 

critical to encourage creative play making and lateral thinking, along with experimentation and puck 

movement. It is also important to foster an environment where making mistakes is seen as an 

opportunity to learn. 

At Peewee A, the players are ready to advance to the next level of team play and puck movement – so 

we will be focusing on high-tempo hockey, overall team speed, positional play, passing and getting 

open, back checking/defensive play, and goal scoring. 

We are going to try to build something that is hopefully more than a team. I like to refer to players as 

"sisters in sweat" - and our coaching staff will work hard to help these great young people develop the 

tools to become confident young women through the power and magic of hockey. 

Chris Burkett   

Email: cburkett@deloitte.ca 

Cell: 6475394340 
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