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After the longest off-season, I want to welcome you back to Wildcats' hockey! Our
girls are now skating, practice schedules are being drawn up, and our iconic red
Wildcat hoodies are now available at our supplier. I've heard from so many of you
about how your daughters miss their teammates and their weekend practices.
COVID-19 shut down hockey on March 12, just hours before the beginning of our
41st annual tournament. COVID-19 overshadowed most of the successes we had on
and off the ice this past season. I wanted to recognize those accomplishments:
•
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•

Being the first GTA association to take the lead sponsoring the PWHPA Dream
Gap tour in Toronto. The Dream Gap has been critical to continuing the
momentum professional women's hockey has here in Canada, and most
importantly, to continue to provide our girls with role models that prove the
possibilities of having heroes and dreams.
The roll-out of TLGHA's financial aid program (check our website for details).
The second year of our leadership program for young officials which helped 17
Wildcats become referees in our association.
Qualifying half of our competitive teams for OWHA's provincials.
We continued as a global destination for girls seeking the opportunity to play
hockey. There were three Wildcats that competed in this year's IIHF U18
tournament, including two transfers which we housed from New Zealand.
Our own Kim McCullough, who has been involved in Wildcat hockey since her
playing days in the 90s, was elected to the Leaside Sports Hall of Fame.

The board also held its 2nd annual offsite strategy session in January of this year.
We are fortunate to have an experienced board that is continuing to establish a
strong foundation for Wildcat hockey. While COVID-19 suddenly became front and
centre, we fully anticipate turning back to our association priorities later this year.
These include giving back to the community, building an alumnae network, and
development of a hockey operations program to deliver a better, more consistent
experience for our players.
And while COVID-19 put an end to the Wildcat March tournament before it began,
we were able to run our annual auction and raffle. We came together as a
community to generate over $50,000, which went a long way to recover the
refunds and shortfall from the tournament.
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The 2020/21 season will be different. We will have to adopt a new routine of
bringing and picking up our kids from the rink. Still, this season provides us an
unprecedented opportunity to refocus on the fundamentals of individual and team
play.
The past six months have seemed to fly by. We haven't had the opportunity to
thank the hundreds who make up Wildcat hockey. We are grateful to have the best
volunteers in youth sports. With our March tournament, we were able to make the
best out of unfortunate circumstances. The main credit goes to a group of Atom
(now called U11) parents.
I also want to thank all our officials, coaches, and parents. We will be calling on you
to help again this year. More than any other year of our history, your support will
be critical in making hockey happen in Leaside.
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