
 

 

 

League Policy:  ‘Playing-Up’ – Rep. Hockey 

It is the position of the TLGHA that players are best able to develop their hockey skills 
by playing on an age-appropriate team.  As a general policy, we will not permit players 

to “play-up” an age level.  In rare instances, where a player is of exceptional ability and 
an appropriate development environment is not available at the player‟s own age level, 
the association will consider an application to play-up. TLGHA policy requires that any 
parents or coaches who intend to include under-age players on an older team must 
follow the established policy. 

 All intended „play-up‟ players must be in the AA level – meaning a player 
must be playing at the AA level on an OWHA sanctioned team and be 
requesting a move to an AA team in the next age bracket e.g playing Atom 
AA as a first-year player and requesting a move to PeeWee AA without 
playing a second year of Atom AA.  This applies to registered TLGHA players 
and players coming in to TLGHA from other OWHA associations. 

 Players coming from boys or co-ed hockey will be considered for playing-up 
only if they are coming from a rep AA or AAA program.   

 Registered TLGHA players interested in „playing up‟ must apply in writing to 
the association prior to the end of January. This will allow the association 
ample time to evaluate the player‟s skill level. The application should come 
jointly from the players‟ coach with the agreement of the parents.  
Evaluation will be the responsibility of the Director of Player Development 
and the EVP Competitive.  The Association reserves the right to utilize a 
third party of their choosing to aid in the evaluation process 

 Upon receipt of such application, and should the Director of Player 
Development and EVP competitive agree, the player is invited to try out for 
the higher level AA team. 

  The intended player(s) shall be, in the opinion of the coach, regarded as an 
impact player(s) of the higher age category. In the interest of clarity – an 
impact player shall be defined as a top five player on an AA team.   

 Upon completion of the above, and assuming that the coach of the higher 
level AA team chooses to offer the player a spot on that team‟s roster, the 
EVP Competitive will then present the case of each individual to the 
Association Executive for final approval.  

 The Association Executive will have the authority to approve or disapprove 
any player movement in regards to the „play up‟ policy.  All decisions of the 
Executive shall be final and binding. 



 

 

Summary:  It is recognized that this procedure may result in a player not being able to 
play on the team of her or her family‟s choice, or may even result in the Association 
having to lose a skilled player. That said, it is the position of the Association that we 
must ensure that players are playing at the appropriate level for their development.  
We will not weaken two teams by having a marginal underage player playing at a 
higher level thereby weakening both the higher level team by her presence, and the 
lower level team by her absence. 


